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Community Forum Addresses Recent
Gang Violence

More than one hundred leaders, residents and police gather to analyze situation and recommend
solutions
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More than one hundred community leaders,
residents and police gathered to discuss recent
community violence and suggest solutions at a
forum last night in the gymnasium at Robinson
Park.

"Our number one stated priority within the police
department has been that there should be no
more dead children on the streets of Pasadena,"
Pasadena Police Chief Melekian said in his
remarks to the gathering.

Chief Melekian reviewed statistics of recent
violent crimes within the city. In a press release
handed out during the meeting, the Pasadena
police reported citywide gang incidents include

five homicides and fourteen attempted murders i v :
which occurred between December 19. 2006 and Danielle Lattimore writes suggestions and recommendations made by her
! group during the dialogue sessions facilitated by Western Justice Center.
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"We don't want to see a repetition of the violence in the past,” said Najeeba Syeed-Miller, Executive Director of the
Western Justice Center Foundation, which facilitated the group discussions. "That was one of the reasons we wanted
not just to do 'Q&A," but have people deliberate individually. If you limit it to just three or four people who ask
guestions, you don't get to the heart of the matter."

Syeed-Miller categorized the dialogues as "constructive" and "honest" and said the groups' suggestions will be issued
in a report by the Western Justice Center early next month.

The Center offers a continuing series of meetings held every Tuesday to dialogue about youth crime and gangs. For
more information, call (626) 584-7494 or e-mail najeeba@westernjustice.org
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